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LORDS and COMMONS 
Aſſembled in 
PARLIAMENT, 
For the Or dination of Miniſters 
By the 


* Claſsicall Pres byrers 5 
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Die Veneris 28. Auguſt. 1646. 
Raered by the Lords Aſſembled in Parliament , That 
this Ordinances for Ordination of Miniſters be forth- 


_ Brown Cler. Parliamentorum. 
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Iroprinted at London fox Jobu W -ioh at the 
| _ Head! in the old Bayley. 1646. 
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Dia Veneris 28 duguſt. 1646, 


An, Oreinante of the Lords and Com- 
mans Afſembled 1 in Parliament, 


Fa ar the Ordinati oh rf M Iniflers.” js 


.N&P Of Ny Hloreat the whe! Prechy yter, -that- is ro ſay, 
| J's W2 4 Kdev; ard) theryord Biſbop, doe inthe ho- 
P a SY. by Scriptaze intend and fignific one and 
4\\ [os 7 the ſame: FunRion, Ucdionph the Tithe 
SN V+ GY of Biſhop hath beene by corrupt cuſtome 


W23 appropriated to one, and that unto him 

Y- hin alluſa $5.1p/0 ſer 
> TAL 9-0 matter ifage taipiofie , 
Red on was Le meet 5 which Ordination notwithſtanding bein : 


PRRnge him, a Presbyter joyned with other Precbyreſ, 
old for ok nce to be.valid, and-not to be difclaimed 
that have received i 


it ; And that Presbyters ſo'ordained;bein laws 
fully t] ereanco 41 opoin 


ted and atithorized; may ordaine* 
Presbyters- And hates alfo itH\manifett by the word: of 
' that no man ought to takey ah/ pe him the Office of a Miſter, un- 
tilt he be lawfutly. called and ordained: thereunto;; and that the 
worke 0 Ordinacion; that is to ſay, Fedde ſotemne ſertin 
A Part O rfons for the Office of* the Minjdery in the hurch by 
the| za Presbyt nceof Chriſt, and isrobs 
we rmed with all due care, wiſdome, gravity, and "folemntty; 
is Ordained by the Lords and Commons Afﬀembled in Partia- 
ment, Liar by he Authority of the fame, (after advice had* wir 
the Aﬀembly of Divines* now convened at Weſtminſter, ) Thar'the 
ſeyerall and reſpeCive Clafficall Presbyters, within their ſeveral} 
and reſpe&ivebounds, may and ſhall 'examine, approve, Let ore 
aine 


ers; is an Ordina 
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_ life ag is requilite.in. a:Minilter ot cheGol) el; and-t9 * X; 
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ZI iſiory, and what his hill; is in; the rF0R 


| daine - Pip; atecrding My the Direftory for :Ordlnaton 


and Rules tor Examinacion, he frer expr is to ſay; 
Firſt, He. thait ts! [bb Ordatried;- him(elfe to 
the Presbytery, and bring wich him a Domes of his taking 
the Covenant of the-three ingdom es; of ip#r $3526: and pro- 
firiency in his Studies; wha r)-enen rees he hath takey in tlie Univer- 
iny, and what hath-becn the pal of his. abude there,and withall 


of his age, which istobe foure and twenty wh at leaſt; but 


nd? Bol ny Ve a re Lacking the | 


grace of God in him, and whether he be of ſuch holir fe of 


 hirg guching his learbing and ſufficiency, 


{dence of. hiecallogwoohs holy Miniſtery, can 
Sine and dit oct Ae a _ placenebict c 


= Hat he WH to be Wat 6D) be _ nb, in 4 ; brochiely i | 
: with mi deneſſe of ſpirit and with Fs "ie? to We gr aaiiY. 


modi and quality of every wide.” | 4 
Wh Pe exeminnd; tovrhing ic an jnghe he Org Tor ongeſ's 
oc RO 2ll10 by made;lyreading tbe H rhe Lepemont: 


ard rendring ſome portions of themtima. (rn FE Ing alſo. ſball, bee - 
made of bis kyrewrledge and 1kg/Yin;LogichgÞ lylafiphy,and ovber 1 
M gut It foal bs enghizederhet. Authors #n; Divinity oe; Heayb read ana 

red mith,and-whethe; pe-bath read and obſery Hh rl cfle- 
oy fiholy. 


yy  Tryall fhall be made. of bis knowledge in. the: -. fo grounds of Re- 
ligion, Fas of bis, ability 10 defend the Orthod:x Dothr ined fr 
them, againſt all.unfurnd, and, erreqions, opiniqus, :ejpecia cially chef F bref 


Irojent age; alſo of bis skgll in. the ſenſe, and meaning of, Tuch places of 


ipture as ſhall be propoſes to. him, alſo of hjs ju, fin in.caſes of 
Gor cence, © | 
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: 5: If be hath not befere preached in pu»like, with approbation of ſu:b 
wry bug ability to judge, be ſhall at a competent time aſſigned him, and 
before the Precbytery, preach a Serm-n upon ſuch aplace of $ crifture 4s 


-ſhatl bergiven. 1h. +: {4% 


| 
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- 6, Heſball in a competent time #lſo frame a D; ſeourſe in Latione, up = 


on ſuch 4 comm n Place or controverſie in Divinity, as ſþall be aſſigned 
him, and exhibite to the Presbytery ſuch Theſes as expre/7e the ſum there. 
of, and.maintaine 2 diſpute upm them; alſo he ſhall preach before the pes- 


ple, tbe Prebytery, or ſame of the Miniſters of the Wyrd appainted by 


them being-pr eſent po" 


1 7, The proportion of bis gifts in relation to the plice unto which he is 


talled, (hall be conſidered. EX, 446 
> B. Befades the tryall of bis. gifts in preaching, he ſhall undergoe 41 
examination in the. Premiſes two ſeverall dijet or more, if the Presbjtery 
fhall judze it neceſſary. | T9 hd 
Thirdly, After. which, he being. approved, is to be ſent tothe 
Church or other Pl:ce where he is to ſerveit ic inay be done with 


faſety,and convenience, there to preach three ſeverall daies, and 


ro.converſe wich the people, that they may have criall of his gitts, 
for their edification,and-may have tim: and leafure to inquire.in= 


' 't0,;and the better to know: his life and converſation. 


Fourtbly, In the laſt of thoſe three daies appoirited tor the ma- 
king knowne of his gifts in preaching, there ſhall be fent from 
the Presbyterie'to the Congregation, a publike in'trament in-wei- 
ting, Which ſhall publikely be read beforethe people,and ater at- 
fixed gorhe Church dooxe, to fignifie ſuch a day any member or 
membe; s of the ſaid Congregation, or any other perſon, or per- 
ſons. whatſoever, or any of them, may put if with all Chriltian- 
diſcretion and roelps what exceptions they have againit him; 
And ifwupon.the day appointed there. be no juit exceprions againtt 
him, the Presbytery ſhall proceed ta Ordination, 
- Fifibly, Upon the day appointed. for Ocdinacion, which isto : 


be performed in that Church where he thit is to be ordained isto 


- 


4 


ſeeve;{ if it may be done with ſafety and conveniency:) a folemae - 
Fait ſhall be kept by the'Congregation, chat they may. more ear- 
neltly. joyne in Prayer to God for a blefſiag upon the perſon and. 
Jabour of this his Servant, ſolemnly co. be fer a part to the Othce- 
of the Miniſtery, tor their good:; the -Presbytery ſhall come co 
the place, or {ame Miniſters ow Word, fiveat theleaft, fall be 
ory Ps - ap Pts, ent © - 


\ ere 1et binranith bis boly Spirit, whom in bis Name mee * ſet apart tavhis' holy 


them im- 
poſe their 


i 7 ( _ ) | : | | 3 
- iſenc from the Predoyrerys Shins one ſhall Preach to wa. 
concerningthe Office and duty. of 'che Minifters of 'Chrift, a 
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how the people ought to efteeme him for the Workes fakes. 
Sixth ,  Afcer- the Sermon ended, - the Minjiter which hath 
Preached ſhall jn the face of the Congregation demand 'of him 
who is new to be Ordained concerning his fyith in Chriſt Jefus, 
and his perſwaſton of thetruth of the reformed Religion accor- 
dingto the Scripures, his fincere intentions and ends: in" defi- 
ring to enter” into this calling, his' reſolution to! ufe conflagt 


_ diligence jy Prayer, Reading, Meditation, Preaching, minifiting 


the Sacraments, and doing all Miniſteriall duties towards his 
Charge with his whole deſire, * as in the prefence of Gad, ſo: as 
may moſt further their edification and ſalvation; his zeale- and 


 fairhfulngfle inmaineaining the truch of the Goſpel}, -and purity 


of the ChurchiagainſtFrrour and Schiſme; his care thar hinr= 
ſelfe and Family may be unblameable , and examples to the 
Flock; and his full purpoſe to continue in his duty againſt all 
trouble and-perſecution, 0 Do OBOE #' 
: Severtbly, Tn aH which having deelated himfelfe, profefled his 
willingnelſe, and'promiſed his indeavours by the hel pe of 'God,; 
The Presbytery or Mirifters ſent from them ſhall ſoleinly ſee | 
him apart to the Office and worke of the- Miniftery, br 5. ona 
hands on him, with a ſhort Prayer or Bleſſing tothis effeR. 


Hankefwlly ackns 


knowhkdging the great mercy off God, ' in" ſending of 
Jeſus Chriff for the redemption of bis people, and for bis Aſcosfion 

20th right band of God the F ather,and there pouring out bis Spygjt,and 
giving gifts to men, Apoſtles, Evangelifts, Freaks: » Paſtors, and 
Teachers, for the gathering and building mo. his Chuich\, qd for fit» 
ting and inclining thit man to this great crke, to beſeech hini #6 #h | 
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Service, to fulfill the worke of his Miniſtery in all things, that he may 


hands up- Poth ſave himfelfe and the people committed to bis charge. 


on his 


" *Eipbtly; This or the like forme of Prayer or bleſſing | bein 
entet er the Miniſter who Preached; bricky exhort S508 p69. 
fider the greatneffe of | his Office and Worke, the danger of neglt- 
gence, both to himietHte and his' people, the blefling which will 
prying (a: his fajehfalnefſe In this life, and.that cocome , with- 
all let him'exhort the-people, and charge them' in' the m_ of 
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to1eccive and ao wiedge himas the Miniſter 
and afhſt him in all the 
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ar 5 tits Office. And to by: Prayer:commending both: him. and 


a= Þocktothe grace of God; atterthe:finging of aPlalne, ler 
che-xbetnbly: be difinifed with a blefing, FEE 
 Nittbly; Let fach as.vre or ſhall 'be.chofen or appointed for the 
06. vice'of the Army, Navie, Colledges or other charge,be Ordai- 
med-as aforeſaid, in fuch Church as the Clafficall Pregbytery to 
which they thall ad{refie chemfelves (ſhall thinke fic, and (uch al- 
terartans made by:xhe Ainitter chat Ocdaineth, from the Exhor- 
tation faſt before prefcribed, as the circumftance of place and 
perion:ſhatl require. | 

.  /Tenthly, Let everyone which is or ſhall be choſen, or appoin- 
ted for any place or Congregation, motbeing at that :ime within 
the bounds of any 'Claſſicall Presbyrery, be Ordained' by that 


Claiks of Presbyters, which he ſhall addrefſe hiaifelfe nnto, 'or 
_ by ſive, or any :greater number of Miniſters of the Word, to 


be ſonc from thac Presbytery 4 which Ordination is to be per- 


tvrwed' accoiding}'to the Rules: and -DireQions before jpretcri- 


bed, as:farce-as with lafery and convenicacy may be. 
And beiit further Ordained bythe ſaid Lords and Commons, 


and by, the Auchority aforeſaid, That"cvery -Petſon farmerly 


Qrdaiined a Preabyeer, according 'to the forme of Ordina- 


Mi « 
| ſigned toa Congregation in England, he is to bring from :thot 


tiun,/which-back-bvcn held-in che -Ohurth: of Englrn4; and-is 
to beiremoved: to another *Charge, to /bring, to the Presbyrevy 
whitre he ts robeplaced, if there be any? andit not, then to ſonic 
other Peesbycery, a Teflicmoniall of !his Ordination, and of his 
abilities and-converfation, whereupon hig/fitnefſe for that place, 
40 whitly he is ro'be 2emored, ſhall be tryed. by bis Preaching 

there &e(ifir-ſhall bejuilged neceſſary by a facther examination, 


| undo without any :new Ordination-te thall'be - admitted, -if .he 


be-appojnced as fir forthar-place : ;And if iany Perſon 'Ordained 
erin Seorlend, or in ay other reformed Church, be:ide- 


Gtbrch tothePreibyreryihere he is tobeplacedafthere be any, 
and-if nor, then to fome other Presbytery, atufhcient teſtimonial] 


of his Ordination, of. his Nife and converſation while 'he , lived 
with them, and of hedaribe gt p retnovall: and to undergoe 
{ ſufficiency, and to have the a 

courſe 


ſuch 2 Triall of his fineſſe a 
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foregoing” Rule and Frovifgn.1 hing the Fximination, and. 
"Admiſlion of perſons formerly Ordained in Epgland.;- - + | 
Ah Anditis further ney that Records be Can Jy. kept;b | 
*the Regiſter, to be nominated by thePresbytery, -of t e narries 9 r | 
the Perſons Ordaixed, with their teftimonialls 5g8! the time al 
placeof their Ordination; and of the Miniſters who did | Ordairis””. 
-thetm, and of the'Gharge” to Which they. area mpointed # and that © 
-no monty or gfft of whatkir'de ſoeve?; ſhall be received from the®' 
-perſon to be Ordained,,,or from, aþny; on his behalfe, for Or-- - 


ob £4% SIS ths 


dination, or ought elſe belonging to it, by the Þ: cab ftety; or any... 
of them, ara pertainin ny, of thep 1 upon what pres: 
tence ſorver, {appar fo the ns of ns or the 9 yen 0 : 
- and Teſtimonials of his Ordination, which ſhall not exceed the; 
ſam 0bten ſhillings for each Perfon Ordained. FF 
- - Andit is yet further Ordained by the: thority aforeſaid3thag- | 
-allgerfons wh6thal be Otdained Preby ers, according to this. 
- Direftory, ſhall be for ever reputed and taken to all-intents an 4 
;purpoſes for lawful}, and fu ciently authorized Minjfters of the” 
";Church of England Kateapiblei of any'Miniſteriall imployment-: 
-in the Church, with'the rights and profits belonging thereunto,--; 
:45 any other Presbyters whatſoever, already,Ordained, or: here=; 
after tobe Ordained; And that all Presbyters,who are herebyapi.' 
"poinred 8 authorized to ordaine, & ſhall (according to this pres. .: 
"ent Dire&ory, ) ordaine any one or more Presbyters are hereby<-. 
declared; to performe an acceptable fervice to this Church and 
Kiogdome, and ſhall have the proteftion of both Houſes of Pars + 
'Hamentfar theirindempnity.z and what Presbytery ſoever being.- 
4a due mannex{defired, -thall without jult and true cauſe refuſe of - . 
"deferreto ordaine any Prexbyterwhomby the Rules and Dire&i>":* 
.on of this Ordinancethey ought to. ordaine 4. or ſhall omit, or-\ 
Ie&to obſerve the ſolemnity of Ordination in that detent 
bo grave and godly manner as is meet ; it is hereby declared; ** -y 
;Phar they are guilty oy” a very yoout offe=ce, and deſerve leyere” 
ment. 7 55 "a. | 
Law IVY th this Ocdinance ſhall ſtand. in farts F0y thre#', 
'yeares and pln Fg :" Any thing in this Ocdinatice contalngy to. 
che contrary 1 in any wiſe not ply SIC KS 
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